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Spring 2009 Season Information 
 

 Registration for the Spring 2009 season is complete and we are looking 
forward to a fun and successful season.   
 
 The season is scheduled to begin on Saturday, March 7th.  The coaches 
will meet on Sunday, February 22nd and will receive their rosters at that 
time.  You should expect to receive a call from your child’s coach the fol-
lowing week regarding when and where practices will be held.  Please 
note that all coaches set their own practice schedules and we are not in-
formed of their plans.   Game schedules will be posted on our website the 
day of the coaches’ meeting.    
 
 This season we once again have over 1,400 players registered in our 
minikicker/recreational division.  As you can imagine, putting together 
teams with this many players can at times be difficult.  When we put to-
gether teams we do our best to place players on teams with their class-
mates or friends in the neighborhood.  When requests are made to play 
with a friend we do our best to honor the request.  However, circum-
stances such as a full roster, players being in different age divisions, or 
even the fact that we only have a co-ed league in the U13/U14 age divi-
sion sometimes prevent us from honoring those requests.   
 
 Thank you for your continued support of Sunflower Soccer Associa-
tion.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact our 
office at 785-233-9700. 

2009 Brings Something New to Topeka Soccer! 
 
 TOPSoccer (The Outreach Program for Soccer) is a community-base 
training and team placement program for young athletes with disabili-
ties, organized by youth soccer association volunteers.  The program is 
designed to bring the opportunity of learning and playing soccer to 
any boy or girl, who has a cognitive or physical disability.  Our goal is 
to enable any young athletes with disabili-
ties in Northeast Kansas to become valued 
and successful members of the Sunflower 
Soccer and US Youth Soccer family.   
 
How do I participate?  SSA and Washburn 
University women's soccer program will host a KICK-OFF to a TOP-
soccer program in Topeka on March 8, 2009.   
 
If you are interested as a participant or would like to volunteer as a 
soccer coach, soccer buddy or just want to get involved, email us at 
Topsoccer@sunflowersoccer.org or call 785.233.9700!    



 
COMPLEX REMINDERS 

 
 When you come to the complex, be it for a game or sum-
mer camp or maybe even for team tryouts this summer, we’d 
like to ask that you please keep the following things in mind: 
 

• All alcohol & tobacco products are prohibited at the 
complex.  We are a youth sports complex and we ask 
that you please refrain from using these products at 
our facility.   

• Pets are NOT allowed at the complex.  As much as we 
love animals we ask that you do not bring them to the 
fields with you.  Anyone observed with a pet at the 
complex will be asked to take them to the car or 
home.  This is a liability issue and we respectfully ask 
that you leave your pets at home. 

• If you have problems with either a referee, parent, 
coach or player, PLEASE go the referee hut and ask 
for a field marshal to come to the field and monitor 
the situation. DO NOT take matters into your own 
hands.   

 
 

GAME RESCHEDULING 
 
 Coaches, if you find it necessary to reschedule a game, 
please use the rescheduling form that is available in the 
schedule section of our website.  It is very important that you 
complete this form and turn it in at least 10 days PRIOR to 
the weekend that you are canceling the game.  Referees are 
paid whether you show up or not.  If the request is not made 
in a timely manner we reserve the right to not reschedule the 
game. 
 

 
SPRING 2009 GOVERNOR’S CUP 

 
 The Spring 2009 Governor’s Cup Soccer Tournament is 
rapidly approaching.  This two weekend event will be held 
May 2 & 3 and May 9 & 10.   The entry deadline is March 23, 
2009.  Complete information is available at 
www.govcup.com. 
 We have a dedicated group of workers and volunteers 
who spend countless hours putting this tournament together.  
New volunteers are always welcome.  If you are interested, 
please call the SSA office and ask to speak to Carrie.  It is our 
goal to consistently put on a quality tournament in hopes that 
teams will want to return to our facility.  With your help we 
are confident we do just that! 
 If you are interested in refereeing for the Governor’s Cup, 
please register on-line at www.govcup.com! 
 

 
SIBLINGS ON THE LOOSE! 

 
 In the name of safety, we would ask that parents please 
keep an eye on siblings of players who are actively involved 
in a game at the complex.  Many times children have been 
found hanging from goals, climbing up the nets, and playing 
on equipment by the garage.  We would hate for anyone to 
get hurt and ask that you please keep an eye on the younger, 
and older, brothers and sisters of our players! 
 
 

PARKING ISSUES 
 

 We would ask that you please park in designated park-
ing spots only.  Parking on the grass to the south of the office, 
or along the row of bushes, is NOT allowed and the Shawnee 
County Sheriff’s Department has the authority to issue tickets 
to cars that are parked in no-parking areas. 

 
 

PARTICIPATION MEDALS 
 

 All minikicker/recreational players will receive a partici-
pation medal at the end of the Spring season.  We provide 
medals to players at this time of the year because it coincides 
with the end of the soccer year as defined by US Youth Soc-
cer.   
 Coaches will receive an email when they are available for 
pick up. 

 
 
 

Team Photos 
 

Coaches …  
 

Zercher Photo will be contacting you to sched-
uled team photo’s.  If you don’t hear from them, 

please call Margaret at 272-2660. 

Scott Howard and Everett Spellman have been named the 
Kansas Youth Soccer Recreational Coaches of the Year.  

Scott was recognized as the girls’ coach and Everett received 
the award as the boys’ coach.  

 

In addition, Scott has been chosen as the Girls’ Recreational 
Regional Coach of the Year and will be recognized at the US 

Youth Soccer Awards Gala on March 6th in San Jose, 
California.  National Coach of the Year Awards will be an-

nounced at that time. 
 

Thank you both for your continued support of Sunflower 
Soccer.  We are appreciative of your years of  

service to our organization! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
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NEW WEBSITE UNVEILED 
 

 If you are a regular visitor to our website, you no doubt have noticed that we have updated the site.  It’s 
been a long process and we continue to add new information on a regular basis.  We hope that the website is 
easier to use and that you are able to find the information you are looking for in a timely manner.  If you  
haven’t visited our website … please check it out at www.sunflowersoccer.org!   
 
 If you have a soccer photo that you would like us to post on the website, or additional information you 
would like to see, please let us know!  Photo’s can be emailed to us at office@sunflowersoccer.org. 

E-MAIL NOTIFICATION 
 

 Because of the rising cost of sending out mailings, we 
find ourselves relying more and more on communicating by 
e-mail.  If your e-mail address changes, please let us know.  
In addition, please add sunflowersoccer.org to your list of 
acceptable accounts. 
 

SUMMER SOCCER CAMP ANNOUNCED 
 

 Included with this newsletter is a flier for our summer 
soccer camps.  We are once again thrilled to have Tim 
Collins, the Washburn University Women’s Soccer Coach 
directing our camps.  He will be assisted by his players as 
well as other local soccer players who are also playing at the 
college level.   
 Rebound Sports Performance will also provide services 
at the camp. 
 Preregistration is recommended but not required and all 
players will receive a Sunflower Soccer Association draw-
string bag. 
 

YOUTH MODULE CLINIC AVAILABLE 
 

 Kansas  Youth Soccer Association is hosting a Youth 
Module Coaching clinic on Saturday, February 28th from 
8:30—11:30 at the Guest House Inn & Conference Center in 
Emporia, KS.  The class will last three hours  and targets nov-
ice coaches or coaches with little experience of U6, U8, U10 
and U12 players.  The course content includes ideas about 
how to organize practices and game-days, many practical 
activities and simulated games for practices, and brief dem-
onstrations of basic techniques.   Visit Kansas Youth Soccer 
Coaching for more information and to register. 

Trash Bag Fundraiser  
Announced 

 
 Inserted in this newsletter is a flier to 
sell trash bags to benefit our organization.  
As we continue to discuss upgrades to our 
facility, we are finding it necessary to look 
at different ways to fund those improve-
ments.  The fundraiser is not mandatory but 
your participation is encouraged. 
 
 The trash bags are of high quality and 
are being sold for $10 per roll.  Sunflower 
Soccer will keep $4.00 per roll sold.  The 
orders are due in our office on March 13 
and payment in advance is required.  Please 
turn the orders in to our office, not to your 
coach! 
 
 The money raised from the fundraiser 
will be added to our complex development 
funds.  We continue to research a solution 
for providing permanent restroom facilities 
at the complex as well as upgrading the 
parking lot, office and developing addi-
tional fields.  



Sunflower Soccer Association 
P.O. Box 750194 
Topeka, KS  66675 

Have You Moved? 
 

If you have a change of address 
and/or telephone number, please be 
sure to let us know.  Having cur-
rent information on file ensures 
that you receive all mailings and 

provides coaches with vital informa-
tion so they can reach you regard-

ing practices, games, etc. 

Calendar of  Events 
 

 

February 
 22 Recreational Coaches Meeting   

March 
 

 7/8 Mini-kicker/Recreation league begins 
  
 

April 
 

 11/12 Easter weekend — no games 
 25/26 Final weekend of league play 
 
May 
 

 2/3 Governor’s Cup 
  Girls’ Competitive and all Recreational teams 
 
 9/10 Governor’s Cup 
  Boys’ Competitive 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO THE LIMITED NUMBER 
OF WEEKENDS AVAILABLE DURING THE SPRING 
SEASON IT IS NECESSARY TO SCHEDULE GAMES 

BOTH THE WEEKEND BEFORE AND THE WEEKEND 
AFTER SPRING BREAK. 

  

SSA Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday 
10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

Closed 
 

Please call if you are unable to  
visit during these times. 


